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presents to me on my return home. In the Frontier Province Khan
Abdul Ghaflar Khan, his brother and several others have been
arrested and we do not know how many more will be jailed. We
may not even get the news from that province. What better
presents can there be for a satyagrahi than these?

If we had committed any offence and were punished for that,
there would have been occasion for us to regret it. But I am
as certain as there is life in me that Khan Abdul Ghaffar is a
true believer in the cult of satyagraha and he has understood its
meaning. I need say nothing about Pandit Jawaharlal and Sjt,
Sherwam. You know them as much as I do.

The question now before us is: what is our duty? Shall we
take the hint from the action of the Government and launch a
campaign of satyagraha or shall we try some other means? I
cannot give you my opinion just at present.

I will only say that, if fate wills that we should go through
the ordeal again, and if the Congress Working Committee decides
on the renewal of the fight, I shall not hesitate to ask you to join
it. But if there is any possibility of avoiding satyagraha3 I shall
do my utmost to prevent it and advise you to have patience. I
think after years of experience India has learnt to hold herself in
patience.

I was grieved to learn on board the steamer that in Bengal,
two of our young girls are said to have committed a murder.
It pained me as a satyagrahi, because our creed is to be ready to
die and not to kill. Our fight is based on love. Even if we fight
the Government, it is with the weapon of love and there can be
no room for hatred in it. When I heard of that incident, I was
sorry but that does not mean that there is the least justification
for what the Government has been doing in Bengal. A Gov-
ernment has every right to punish the wrong-doers, but it does
not behove a Government to victimize people for acts for which they
are not responsible. There can be no justification for the Ordi-
nances promulgated in the U.P. or the North-West Frontier Pro-
vince. We cannot tolerate any of them.

I had hoped that it would be possible to find a way to co-
operate with the Government. I will even now do my best to find
the way out. But I must admit the signs that I have noticed
have considerably weakened my hopes. And if ever we have to
fight, we should be prepared to do our utmost. Ours is a fight in
which one and all can join. It is a fight to court sufferings. It is
a struggle to give life and not to take Me. In this struggle even
children can play a part.